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Select Notes. 


Kansas 


virgins'" in 


BT J. B LAIR. 

I recently attended Sabbath School in 
City, and the lesson was the "Ten 
Matt 26 chapter. 

The principle of the principal subject was "grace 
in the heart" — the oil being the figure. I noticed 
that all the teachers taught the same thing — that 
"the virgins' oil represented grace in the heart." 
And when the superintendent asked the school 
what the oil represented, the children answered in 
chorus, "grace in the heart." 

If this answer comes ju.-t from former teaching, 
it may be right, or it may be wrong. But if it is 
from a perfect understanding of the Scripture, I 
confess frankly, that these teachers, and these 
little children all hare a better understanding of 
the Scripture than I hare, for I cannot understand 
the term "grace in the heart." I might under- 
stand the term, faith in the heart— love in the 
heart, and other such terms, but "grace in 
the heart" I fail to comprehend. We exercise 
faith and love, but I ask, do we exercise grace? 
Grace is God's favor. God exercises grace to- 
wards us. We exercise faith and love etc., towards 
God, but we cannot exercise grace toward Him. 
Hence I cannot concieve how we can exercise 
"grace in the heart." 

Now if reflections are right, these Sabbath 
School teachers are wrong, and not only these but 
many others — ministers included. But somebody 
says it makes no difference, that teaching will not 
hurt anybody. Well now come. Just think, will not 
wrong teaching hurt anybody? It is wrongteach- 
lng, and Jieoce wrong practice that will deprive 
many, yea, very many of eternal life. My im- 
pression is that we ought to labor' hard to be 
right in all things. 

If anybody can prove that the teaching of the 
Sabbath School, as above stated is correct, I 
hope they will do eo "for our edification." 

Recognition. There is much said upon the sub- 
ject of recognition in the other world, and in fact 
I do not now call to mind a subject that creates 
more interest in the minds of people than this one. 
Everybody would like to know their "own folks," 
so to speak, in the future world — some believe 
they will, others fear they will not. Some few say 
they don't want to know them, others Bay it would 
not do, or it would not be for the best etc. In 
absence of direct Scripture on the subject we can 
do no better than to reason about it, and I think 
if we reason, reasonably, we can arrive at a pretty 
reasonable conclusion of the matter. 

Now let us ask, how much less do you think we 
will know in the future world than we know now. 
Ob, but you say,' everybody says we will know 
more then, than we do now. Correct, you know 
your own folks here now, will you not know them 
there V ' If we are to "know a* we are known" 
surely we will know. May I ask, what will we not 
know? 

When the "Spirit is poured out upon us from on 
high" Isa. 32 : 16, Joel 2 : 28, Iss. 44: (I believe 
these Scriptures have reference to a future 
outpouring () f the spirit, as anybody may conclude 
by examining the subject) we will certainly b* 
better qualified to know and understand than now. 
Even barring this idea, certainly in the immortaliz- 
ed state, we shall he wiser in every respect than 
now, Take a family of good children, all will be 
good over there and there is no respect of person 
among them. In the future world all the saints 
will be just as much one family — just as much the 
children of our Father as any family can be in 
this world, so there can be no respect of one more 
than of another, strong all the saints. Christ ia 
no respecter of persons, and "we shall be like him," 
hence we shall not be respectors of persons. One 
very important thing however is forgotten, or 
overlooked and that ia perfection. There will be 
nothing but perfection when we arrive at the 
blissful placi of eternal rest, and if we are perfect, 
all perfect we will all be members of the one per- 
fect family, and will have no preferences, no differ 
. ence who we know,. 

I do not offer these ideas as proof positive in the 
case, merely as thoughts to help us to a better un- 
derstanding of "all things," From what I learn 


from the Bible and anoient history, it is very 
clear, that through all ages, from the creation 
down to this present date, among all nations, peo- 
ples, tongues and churches, the more they knew of 
God and his law, and the closer they adhered to 
God's law, the less selfandgroesnesa was manifest- 
ed and the less barbarity *and persecution was 
practiced, and the leas people knew of God and 
his law, the more barberous and cruel they are, 
and I dare say that the same is true of people and 
churches today. The more they know of God 
and the mora they become Christed, the closer 
they live to the Scriptures, the less self is mani- 
fested, the less persecution is practiced and the 
more charity is exercised. Love and forbearance 
is characteristic of Christ and bis adopted children. 
While the exercise of force and authority and 
hence persecution which is directly antagonistic to 
the spirit of Christ. It is remarkable what peo 
pie will do. They will profess Christ, profess to 
be thoroughly imbued with his spirit, which is 
meekness, gentleness, humble, with all long- Buffer- 
ing etc. And then the practice "the works of the 
flesh." Where the flesh reigns, Christ ia ab- 
sent and "by their works ye may know them." 

The salvation of every one depends on their 
"patient continuence in well doing," (Rom. 2 : 7) 
and being established according to the Gospel, 
(1 Cor. 16; 26) like those in- Thessalonica who 
.received the word with all readiness of mind, and 
searched the Scriptures daily. (Acts 17 : 11.) 
"That their faith should not stand in the wisdom 
of men, but in the power of God" (1 Cor. 2: 5). 
That is the way the apostle reasons, but it BeemB 
that some people have no taste for such a proceed - 
lire, reasoning according to tbe Scriptures \and 
against certain established rules, is with them a 
step towards infidelity. The less reasoning the 
blinder, or more implicit the faith, and consequent- 
ly the more passively obedient to clerical dictation 
and "rule." In their system "ignorance is the 
mother of devotion," so that in their 
fold the most stupid are the most humble 
and devout These bumble (?) and devout 
(?) ones may make a fair show in tbe flesh 
having a form of godliness but denying the power 
thereof by their deeds. These are ever learning (?) 
but never able to come to a knowledge of the truth 
as it is in Jesus. "1 f there come any unto you and 
bring not tbe doctrine of Christ receive him not 
into your houses neither bid him God speed." 
In his third epistle John informs us that Diotrephes 
was one of this class, and refused even to acknowl- 
edge Christ. "Affairs must 'have attained to 
preeminently anti-christian state to have come to 
this. Th's Diotrephes loved to have the pre- 
eminence in the congregation and prated against 
John and bis friends with malicious words and 
not content therewith, did himself neither receive 
the brethren and forbade them that would, and 
oast them out of the ecclesia." (Church.) 

The above is a bit of old history. And I have 
wondered if tbe spirit of Diotrephes is not yet 
working in some people and churches. There 
seems to be s great disposition to expetl people — 
not because they will not receive Christ and bis 
doctrine, but because they will not • acknowledge 
the preeminence of the would be dignitaries and 
their "rules." Because they will not ijave man to 
reign over them. This brings to mind what Dr. 
Thomas says of the "first apostasy." viz. 

"They cast all out of their churches who stood 
by the apostles and opposed their errors." We 
have nothing to do but open our eye* and look 
around us, and we see the same thing existing to- 
day. 

Olathe, Kan. 


No volume has ever so spoken to every age, class 
and condition, No volume has been so centrally 
and vitally related to human thought and to human 
achievement. Intellectually its contents are of 
commanding excellence. 

FnaUtcnt Bartlstt. 

When the Lord opens his mouth, we should open 
our ears and hearts. 


The more exquisite your sense of beauty becomes, 
the dearer will the Holy Scriptures become to you, 
the mora natural and indispensable will the 'widest 
and grandest of its sayings become to your mind 
and heart — a* wingn to the air, as feet to the 
ground, as light to tbe eyes, you will feel certain 
that the mind was created for the saying, and tbe 
saying for the mind. I learned at one period of 
my life the whole New Testament by rote, and I 
cannot unlearn the beauty of those sweet old Saxon 
phrases in which I thought so long. Full of "the 
light that never was on sea or shore," I feel in using 
them to mingle a new element with earthly speech, 
and to relieve, in some sort, with their glory, the 
dreary lifelessness of words. 

Bid dot DobeU. 

My heart has always assured and reassured me 
that the gospel of Jesus Christ must be a Divine 
reality. Tbe Sermon on the Mount cannot be a 
merely human production. 

Daniel WabMer. 

The simplicity and naturalness of the Bible are 
most striking. Where else can be found such 
graphic pictures of parental and domestic life? 
The straightforward delineation of its mOBt con- 
spicuous characters ; its records of the sins of God's 
people with the same impartial pen as is used tor 
the setting forth of their virtues ; its lofly moral 
tone, and its sublimity of thought, as well as its 
Buperhuman authority, all beepeak itB unique char- 
acter. For, like the Master, of whom it is the con- 
stant and consistent witness, its words sre with 
authority. It never speculates or halts in its teach- 
ing, but drives straight to tbe mark in its every re- 
curring "Thua saith tbe Lord," in tbe Old Testa- 
ment, and in the "Verily, verily, I say to you," of 
the Master. 

Dr. Culms. 

The truth cannot be burned, drowned, beheaded, 
or crucified. A lie upon the throne is a lie still, 
and truth in a dungeon is truth still ; and the lie on 
the throne is on the way to defeat, and the truth in 
the dungeon ie on itB way to victory. 

Klnley. 

The Old Testament is the water- shed of the New. 
These deep springs which irrigate and fructify the 
New Testament Church, took their rise from tbe 
mountains of Judea, and descended, like the volume 
of Nile, to fertilize the landscape around them. 

Gordon. 

The Bible ie the sheet anchor of our liberties. 
Write its principles on your heart and practice 
them in your lives. To this book we are indebted 
far all our prosperity in the past ; to it we most 
look for our safety in the future. 

U*n. Brant. 

There is such s thing in the church as poverty 
of blood. Hence tbe blotches that discolor her. 
For the removal of these not mere medicine ie 
needed, but a more generous diet. That diet is 
only to be found in the Word ; which ia as nourish- 
ing (Jer. xv, 16) as it is healing and purifying ts 
the blood ; being what Tyndale calls it, "the word 
of our soul's health." 

Dr. 


The Bible. 
Human things must be known to be loved; 
Divine things most be loved to be known. 


but 


The Hebrew Scriptures stand so happily com- 
bined together, that, even out of the moat diverse 
elements, the feeling of a whoU still rises before us. 
They sre complete enough to satisfy, fragmentary 
enough to interest, barbarous eaough to arouse, 
tender enough to appease. 


No volume has so secured, or so endured, trans- 
lation into the languages of the earth, as the Bible. 


Divine love is a sacred flower which in its early 
bud is happiness and in its full bloom ib heaven. — 
Hervey. 

If the way of heaven be narrow it ia long, and if 
tbe gate be strait it opens into endless life. — Bish- 
op Beveridge. 

Prayer without wstohing is hypocrisy, and 
watching without prayer is presumption. — Jay. 

A Christianity without mystery is as unphilo- 
sophical as it is unsoriptural. — Angus. 

Perceiving of Christ bespeaks our knowledge ; 
but receiving him bespeaks our faith. 

Christianity requires two things from every man 
who believes in it : first, to acquire property by 
just and righteous mesne, and, second, to look not 
only on his own things, but slab on tbe things of 
others.— Henry Van Dyke. 


